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School Budget Recount Confirms "Yes" Vote
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Counters worked in teams of three, with two teams to a table. After the counter assistant separated the 50
ballots into "yes" and "no” piles, the ballots were counted by two counters. All three members of the team had to
agree on the count, including decisions about voter intent on ballots the machines had counted as blank.

On June 26, a recount of the ballots in
the school budget referendum confirmed
that the machine tally was accurate. On
June 11, there were 1,827 votes cast for the
budget and 1,823 opposed, showing the
budget has passed by four votes. But the
machines had recorded 18 of the 3,668

ballots as blanks. Because the marks
made on six of these uncounted ballots
were determined to show voter intent,
they were added to the total. Counters
agreed that there were two “yes” votes
and four “no” votes on these ballots.

The final results, therefore,

showed that the budget had passed
by two votes. Had there been a tie
vote, the budget would have failed.

The process which led to this result fol-
lowed Maine state law. A petition request-
ing a recount required signatures of
100 registered voters. Suzanne Roberge,
representing the Gorham Republican
Committee, delivered the request to
Laurie Nordfors, Gorham town clerk,
who served as recount supervisor. Mark
Jutkiewicz represented the opposition.

Nordfors had five recount assistants.
Robergeand Jutkiewicz each provided ten
recount election counters for ten count-
ing teams. The town provided ten elec-
tion workers who supervised each count-
ing team. Only these people were allowed
in the secure area behind a guard rail.

The recount assistants removed the
ballots cast in the June 11 referendum
from their sealed containers and dis-
tributed them in lots of 50 to each
counting team. The counter assistants
sorted them into piles of “yes” and “no”
votes and blank ballots. One counting
team member counted the “yes” votes
and the other counted the “no” votes.
They switched, repeated the count,
and compared tallies to see that they
agreed. They then looked at the bal-
lots recorded by the machine as blank.

The three team members looked at
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these ballots to see if they could deter-
mine voter intent. On some the voter
had marked outside the lines of the oval
or made a check mark within the oval
instead of filling it in. All three team
members had to agree on how the voter
had intended to vote. Once they did,
that ballot was added to the appropri-
ate pile, and they signed the tally sheet.

This process continued until all the
ballots had been hand counted and the
results delivered to Nordfors. There
were no disagreements over determin-
ing a valid vote by voter intent. Of the
18 ballots rejected by the machines,
counters determined the six voters had
intended to vote either “yes” or “no”

After announcing the results, Nordfors
said, “I truly trust the election process
in Maine and especially in Gorham.
The DS200 tabulator machines, which
read the ballots on Election Day, are
trustworthy and accurate. The results
from the machines were 100% accu-
rate compared to the hand count”
Nordfors thanked the participants in
the recount for their hard work. “We
all worked together as a community”

After the counting was completed and
the results tallied, the representatives
from both sides signed off on the recount.
Roberge, remarking on the need to get
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Casco Bay Wind
Symphony Brings Music
Back to the Fourth

Gorham Times Staff

Photo credit: Tegan Raymond

The Casco Bay Wind Symphony, which rehearses and performs in Gorham under the direction of William
Kinne, USM's director of bands, brought music back to the Fourth of July celebration in Portland.
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Thursday Night Food
Trucks Line Up

Kathy Corbett, Staff Writer

Photo credit: Kathy Corbett

Every Thursday night food trucks are parked behind the old Robie School on Gray Road near the 237
roundabout. From 6 to 8 p.m. venders offer varied menus for casual dining. Families enjoy lawn games while
picnicking on tacos, sandwiches, burgers, hot dogs, honey treats, and other choices.
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NEWS FROM AUGUSTA

Policy on News from Augusta: The Gorham Times asked our three state legislators from Senate District 30, House District 109 and House District 110 to
provide us with “News from Augusta.” We publish their articles on a rotating basis. The submissions are devoted to updates of legislative and administra-
tive news, proposed and passed bills and laws, and developments and events that are of interest and have an impact on Gorham residents. The Gorham
Times reserves the right to edit the submissions and it further reserves the right to reject any submission, at its sole discretion.

Supporting our Educators and Students

Rep. Jim Boyle

The final bell has rung, and summer is
in full swing for schools across the state
—a much-needed break for students and
teachers alike. While summer vacation is
here, I can promise you that in Augusta,
prioritizing our students, teachers and school
administrative support staff continues to
be one of the Legislature’s top priorities.

The state is continuing to meet our obli-
gation to fund 55% of public education
costs, and we recognize how important it
is to ensure that school funding keeps pace
with rising expenses. This continued invest-
ment will not only increase equity in educa-
tion across the state but will also work to
alleviate the burden that education costs
place on local property taxpayers. We're
committed to passing measures that will
provide meaningful tax relief for residents
without letting our school systems suffer.

Another initiative that the Legislature con-
tinued is funding free school breakfasts and
lunches for all public-school students in
grades K-12. Not only has it been shown that
kids can learn and comprehend more effec-
tively on a full belly, but they are also happier.

Another example of our continued com-
mitment to Maine’s students is reflected in
the increased funding within the supple-
mental budget for special education and
related services for children between the
ages of three and five. Early intervention

and inclusive support services for kids with
developmental disabilities have been proven
to have long-term benefits. Addressing dis-
parities in our early education and develop-
ment system can have lasting impacts on our
students as they grow, become adults and
enter the workforce, particularly in terms
of potential future income. This is a signifi-
cant step towards preventing such inequality
and ensuring a brighter future for our state.

To better assist local schools, we also passed
legislation directing the Maine Education
Policy Research Institute to review the educa-
tion funding process. This measure will ask
the Institute to examine methods by which
the state can continue supporting reten-
tion and recruitment efforts while improving
salaries and benefits. When the state com-
mits to fair and equitable school funding, it
ensures a sustained investment in our stu-
dent’s academic success, directly contribut-
ing to the long-term prosperity of our state.

And finally, to further bolster the work-
force behind our public K-12 education sys-
tem, my colleagues and I passed a supplemen-
tal budget this year that includes language
that will support the future wage increase
for educational technicians and other school
support staff. These crucial staff members
are invaluable to student success, often per-
forming various tasks beyond what is in their
job description, and they deserve better pay.

This wage increase, funded entirely by the
state during its first year of implementa-
tion, is an investment in our educational
workforce, aiming to ensure that everyone
feels valued and fairly compensated at work.

These measures are only a sampling of
what the Legislature accomplished for K-12
education this past session. While it is impor-
tant progress, my colleagues and I are all too
aware that more must be done to improve
our support for our educators and schools
across the state. We recognize the ongoing
challenges faced by our education system
and remain committed to addressing them
through sustained efforts and additional ini-
tiatives. Our goal will always be to ensure
that every student has access to a quality
education and that our teachers receive the
resources and support they need to excel.

Rep. Jim Boyle,
D-Gorham, is
serving his second
and final term in
the Maine House
of Representatives
after serving two
years in the Maine
State Senate. He
is a member of the Energy, Utilities and
Technology Committee.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor must be fewer than 300 words, signed with a first and last name, typed or
e-mailed and include a phone number and hometown. The Gorham Times reserves the right not
to publish letters that include personal attacks or inflammatory language. Letters are solely the
opinion of the writer and not that of the Gorham Times. They are published at the discretion of
the Gorham Times as space allows and are subject to editing.

To the editor,

I am writing an update about the pro-
posed White Birch Lane extension to the
proposed Robie Street Subdivision because
it affects more people than just those
living in that area. The Town Council
gave preliminary approval of the exten-
sion on May 13 pending design criteria.

At the Planning Board meeting on
June 17, the developer, KV Enterprises,
gave an update stating that Toppan
Drive could not be used as an alterna-
tive accessway due to purchase and sale
agreement restrictions. There is current-
ly a right-of-way between Toppan Drive
and the property that was previously used
for logging, but it is outside the subdi-
vision lines set forth in the agreement.

They also indicated that the updated plan
for the White Birch Lane extension was
almost completed, but as of July 07, 2024,
I could only obtain a concept plan dated
March 22, 2024. In that plan, a five-foot-
wide sidewalk is the only buffer between
the parking lot for the Village School ball-
fields and the proposed road. This does
not seem safe for those using the ballfield,
especially when large groups of kids are
there during Rec. Department programs.
Traffic safety is also an issue where White
Birch Lane meets New Portland Road.

It is important to note that the
final sale is pending, and agreements
are not set in stone. If you are con-
cerned about the impact of this exten-
sion, please write to the Town Council.

Thank you,

Ruth Kelly, Gorham

To the editor,

This week, an amazing crew from
Chalmers Insurance Group volunteered in
the Giving Garden at GMS as part of their
workplace volunteer program. We har-
vested 58 Ibs. for the Gorham Food Pantry,
weeded every garden bed, and tended to
plants—building community and strength-
ening our business-education partnership!

Chalmers also proudly supports the
Gorham BackPack Program, sending vol-
unteers to every packing session and lead-
ing multiple food drives. Chalmers Cares
about our Grow.Give.Gorham campaign!

Carissa Chipman shared, “Chalmers
was founded on the belief that safe-
ty and security should be within reach
for everyone. It’s a challenge we have
embraced for over 160 years. Our com-
munity involvement goes beyond provid-
ing insurance; we aim to make a pos-
itive impact, bridging the gap between
our work and our neighbors’ needs.”

We invite other local businesses
to join us. Volunteering supports vital
community programs, fosters team
spirit, and strengthens business-com-
munity relationships. Interested? Join
the Grow.Give.Gorham campaign!

Thanks, Heather Perry, Gorham

heather.perry@gorhamschools.org

To the editor,

Whoever is responsible for the beautiful
flower pots along the streets of Gorham,
deserves a big Thank You! They are a
welcome addition to beautifying our town.

Thanks, Martha Towle, Gorham

Correction:

On Page 5 of the June 20,
2024 Gorham Times, we
reported an incorrect amount
for an uncollectable 2017
check of $442.60 (not $4426),
and incomplete sale informa-
tion for the tax-acquired prop-
erty at 698 Fort Hill Road. The
Council voted 6 yeas to sell
the property to Corey Young
for the sum of $160,000.
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Gorham Pride Celebrates

Diversity and Togetherness

Photo credit: Roger Marchand

Gorham’s Gazebo was festooned with colors during Gorham’s Pride Celebration on June 29. Hundreds of
people were there to celebrate diversity and togetherness. Along with numerous booths for them to visit there
were food trucks offering a variety of goodies to eat. A family-friendly Drag show entertained the gathering
with lip-synching and dancing. The afternoon ended after the Maine Marimba Ensemble got everyone

tapping their feet and moving their hips.

Recount Results ConTinuep From Pace 1

more people to vote, said, ”if two people
sitting on the couches had participated,
it would have made a change”

“This positive outcome proves the
accuracy of the process,” said Jutkiewicz.
“The Town Council and the School
Committee made this year’s budget pro-
cesssmooth,andtheydeserveourthanks”

After the recount, Superintendent
Heather Perry said, "The Gorham
Schools wish to thank Laurie Nordfors
and her team for a thorough and com-
plete recount process. We are pleased

with the outcome but understand there
is still more work to be done across
our community to continue to sup-
port our schools and the needs of our
children, while balancing the needs of
our taxpayers. We should not have
to choose between supporting our
children or supporting our retirees”

Speaking as a retiree and a taxpay-
er, counter Jim Means, insisted that
“half of the town voters think the
schools are spending too much money.

THANK YOU

to our advertisers

Many thanks to our advertisers and friends who help make the Gorham
Times possible. We could not do this without you.

Advertisers

January through June, 2024

390 Main Street (Ocean Garden)

Beers & Story Funeral Home

Casco Federal Credit Union

Century 21 - K. Skillin Smith

Cottages at Pleasant Knoll

Creighton Cabinets

Cressey Road Christian Church

Demetria's Team

Demoulas Market Basket

Dobly, Blais & Segee

Don Roy Violins

Ellie Sato Campaign

Gateway Commons

Georgia Humphry

GOCAM

Gorham Arts Alliance

Gorham Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Gorham High School - Swim
Team

Gorham House of Pizza

Gorham Pride

Gorham Republican Committee

Gorham Savings Bank (GSB)

Gorham Taste Walk

Gorham Youth Lacrosse

Grandma's Attic Treasures

Great Falls Construction

Happy Jack, Inc.

Jean-Marie Caterina Candidate, Sturgis Plumbing & Heating LLC

District 1, Cumberland
County Commissioners

Junction Bowl

Kim Farquhar

Knights of Columbus

Leo Tinkham

Lorie Webber

Maine Power Wash Pros

Maine State Senate

Marketing Doctor

Mason, Inc

MB Tractor & Equipment

Moody's Collision Centers

Nappi Distributors

NEST

OnPoint Self Storage

Osher School of Music

Po-Go Realty

Project Graduation

R.J. Grondin

Real Estate Done Nicely - Keith
Nicely (Exp)

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Richard Wing & Sons

Ronald Tinkham

Saco & Biddeford Savings Bank

Saco River Auction

Saco River Jazz

Seven Siegel

Shaw Earthworks

Skolfield Sports Performance

Sullivan House Bakery (c)
The Sewing Machine Exchange
Tootie's Quirky Quilts
Top Gun Roofing
Town of Gorham -
Economic Development
Town of Gorham -
Public Works
Town of Gorham -
Recreation Dept.
Town of Gorham -
Registrar of Voters
Town of Gorham -
Superintendent
UCC at North Gorham
USM Craft Show
Village Builders
Village Hearing Care
Village Physical Therapy
Webber Painting
Wilkinson-Beane-Simoneau-
Paquette Funeral Home
WILLIS Real Estate
Wish List Home Improvements
Woodman Mansfield Company,
PC
Xtreme Screen & Sportwear

Friends
January through June, 2024
Tom Biegel
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LIVING

It’s Not Easy Being Green

Bruce Webb, Contributing Writer

To quote the world's most famous
amphibian, Kermit the Frog, “Its not easy
being green” His advice resonates as we
transition from carbon-based fuels to
renewable sources that don't broil the earth.
Change can be difficult, but this transi-
tion is especially critical because the fate
of our species depends on it. Ignoring the
changes taking place, as well as minimiz-
ing the dangers, have important conse-
quences for us all - now and in the future.

Climate scientists concur that the
earth is warming due, in large part, to
the layer of greenhouse gases emitted by
human activity over the past 200 years.
What responsible parent would require
their child to wear a down parka in July?
These practices have accelerated at an
alarming rate over the past 50 years as
the dangers have become more apparent.

Climate warming is now a fact of life - a
current reality which is having a dramatic
effect on our lives. If we don't take steps to
slow down or reverse the growth of these
atmosphere-altering conditions, we may not
be able to consider a future for our species.

There is plenty of evidence visible
now. Warmer winters produce less snow,
less ice, and contribute to shrinking gla-
ciers. Rising seas threaten coastal areas
worldwide, including Maine. The Gulf
of Maine is the fastest warming body
of water in the world. Every year sets a
new record for average high temperature.

What do we do? It seems that our only
choices are to shift our behaviors and expec-
tations, while employing all our skills and
knowledge to meet these threats. We have no
other choice but even a frog puppet knows
that this will not be easy. Here are four steps
which can begin to address our dilemma.

Change Fuel-Source. Reduce our
use of fossil fuels that trap heat on earth.
Transportation accounts for 30 percent of the
pollution that warms the planet while build-
ings contribute another 28 percent. Volcanos,
methane, cows, wildfires and other natural
sources contribute the rest. Transition to
non-carbon-based energy. Solar, wind, tidal,

nuclear, and hydrogen all hold great promise.
This shift is well underway with new tech-
nologies, cheaper products, more efficient
appliances, Al and many others on the way.

Electrify Everything. Promote the
increased use of electrical energy from
renewable sources. New technologies will
make this feasible. The electrical grid is
being revitalized, while electric vehicles,
heat pumps, hot water heaters and induc-
tion cooktops are just beginning to make an
impactand are supported by incentives in the
form of rebates, tax credits, and lower costs.

Governmental Change. Policies, laws, and
regulations will have to transition to adapt
to the new realities. Leaders of all stripes will
have to adjust their practices to correspond
with the needs of this moment as more
people are impacted by global warming.

Behavioral Change. Perhaps the most
difficult task is changing our perceptions
and behaviors. Climate change denialism
is becoming less virulent than in the past
as realities present themselves. Education
and training are crucial to understanding
the issues and to encouraging appropri-
ate actions. Dietary changes centered on
plant-based foods, drought-resistant crops
and salt-tolerant species will be needed.

Strong resistance can be expected from
those who don't recognize the looming dan-
ger and those who benefit from the status
quo. But we really have no choice - resistance
can only delay necessary actions. We will
pay an incalculable price if we fail to adapt
while clinging to our old ways and practices.

Bruce
Webb has
been a
Gorham
resident
for 40
years.
He was a
home en-
ergy audi-
tor and is
involved in environmental activism.
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Land Trust Summer

Trail Challenge

Chris Crawford, Features Editor

Looking for some flexible outdoor
family fun? The 2nd annual Summer
Trail Challenge will be held from July
1 - August 31. Co-Sponsored by the
Presumpscot Regional Land Trust and
REI Co-op, the event will take place on
the East Windham Conservation Area
and Lowell Preserve in Windham.
Official registration is required at the
Presumpscot Regional Land Trust website.

The Challenge is free, includes some
nifty prizes, and is intended for all ages
and hiking-skill levels. The goal is to
locate and photograph at least three (or
all six) specific landmarks within the 900-
acre Lowell Preserve and East Windham
Conservation Area by August 31 at
12:30 p.m. This 900-acre scenic trail net-
work includes great views of the White
Mountains, Little Duck Pond, lush forested
views, aglacial erraticand a cave, and more.

This year’s challenge, co-sponsored by
REI Co-op, has two levels of comple-
tion for participants. All participants who
locate and photograph at least three of
six landmarks (see list below) will win
a co-branded Summer Trail Challenge
water bottle (PRLT and REI), while
those who locate and photograph all
six will receive the water bottle, and a

Presumpscot Regional Land Trust (PRLT)
hat featuring PRLT’s new logo. All par-
ticipants will receive a co-branded sticker.

The trail system terrain is hilly with a
mix of wooded paths with uneven ter-
rain as well as wide gravel roads with
a more consistent terrain. To offi-
cially register and for more informa-
tion including directions, maps and
trail conditions, and how to submit
your photos, visit https://www.prlt.org.

Land Trust Challenge Locations

1) Landmark: White Mountains
Overlook | Accessible by wide
path/dirt road

2) Landmark: Little Duck Pond
Overlook | Accessible by wide
path/dirt road

3) Landmark: White Mountain
Range Panorama | Accessible by
wide path/dirt road

4) Landmark: McIntosh Brook |
Accessible by wide path/dirt road

5) Landmark: Glacial Erratic

6) Landmark: Cave

GHS 70th Class Reunion

Chris Crawford, Features Editor

Photo credit: Chris Crawford

The Gorham High School (GHS) Class of 1954 held their 70th reunion at the home of Jaime Muehle in
North Gorham in late June. In attendance were: Front row L to R: Bernie Muehle, Peter Watson, Jane
(Rowe) Carlozzi, Row 2 L to R: Barbara (Beecher) Atkinson, Donna (Wagner) Malagodi, Gene Moulton,

Merle (Howard) Jenkins.

This group of life-long friends has
enjoyed getting together almost every
year for 70 years since their gradu-
ation from Gorham High School to
reminisce and catch up on family
news. Most live locally but several trav-
el from Massachusetts to be together.

Bernard Muehle had a job driving a
Gorham school bus his last three years
in high school. He still lives in the house
he built in 1955 on North Gorham Road.

Peter Watson was a mechani-
cal engineer and currently lives in
Westbrook at Stroudwater Lodge.

Jane (Rowe) Carlozzi, loved all her high
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school friends. She worked in the insur-
ance industry and lives in Scarborough.

Donna (Wagner) Malagodi enjoyed
being in chorus taught by Nina Babcock
Bailey. She lives in Braintree, MA.

Merle (Howard) Jenkins enjoyed play-
ing girls basketball and softball at GHS
and worked as a home health nurse.

Gene Moulton taught math and sci-
ence, was a textbook editor and an
international tour guide who has vis-
ited 23 countries and all 7 continents.

Barbara (Beecher) Atkinson enjoyed
talkingwith friendsbetweenandafter class-
es. She worked as a comptometer operator.



MUNICIPAL

Planning Board Meetings,
June 17 and July 8, 2024

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

June 17, 2024

A proposal to construct
Commons, a 14-unit
at 93 McLellan Road, zoned South
Gorham Crossroads, was discussed
and granted preliminary approval, 6-0.

A request to waive school impact fees
for Pheasant Knoll Subdivision, South
Gorham  Crossroads was discussed
and granted preliminary approval, 6-0.

A request for approval to divide a parcel
at 79 Day Road Subdivision, split by
previous landowner, without sale lots 1
& 2, map 23 was granted with conditions
as amended by the Planning Board, 6-0.

Fairway
condominium

Maka Builders, LLC and Shirley Newton
55+ Community request to construct
an 84-unit condominium community
for residents 55 and older was discussed.

July 8, 2027

A proposal to create a clustered
residential subdivision on a 32-acre
parcel of land oftf Mitchell Hill Road was
discussed and moved to approve a 50%
open-space design. The plan was approved
as presented. Voted 6-0 (Hager absent).

KV Enterprises request for final
approval to construct 43 single-
family residential lots was discussed.

Senior Property Tax Assis-
tance, Food Trucks, and
Town Job Opportunities

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

Applications for the Town's Senior
Property Tax Assistance for Gorham
residents, over age 65, are due August
1. The Town will provide refunds to
those who meet the criteria for this
program. Applications are available
at the Municipal Center and must be
submitted by August 1, 2024. Contact
the Town Clerk's Office in person or
online to download an application.

The Food Truck Summer Thursdays,

hosted by the Economic Development
Director, are back as of June 20
from 4-8 p.m. There will be a rotat-
ing selection of food trucks at the
Little Falls Recreation area at 664
Gray Road through September 28.
The Town is currently hiring patrol
officers, firefighter/paramedics, and call
company Fire/Police. Go to https://www.
gorham-me.org/human-resources/pages/
employment-opportunities.

Remains Found Under Power
Lines Identified As Former
Westbrook Resident

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

Skeletal remains found near power lines in
Gorham last May off Longfellow Road have
been identified as those of Michael Phillips-
Townsend, 45, who lived in Westbrook.
He had been reported missing in 2019. At
that time, he had been living in Westbrook,
off New Portland Road, close to where his
remains were found. The cause of death could
not be determined by the medical exam-

iner but foul play was not suspected. Phillips-
Townsend was from New Hampshire but had
Maine ties and lived in Westbrook with a
roommate. He left a note for the roommate
saying he was walking out of town. The
remains were discovered by utility workers
and taken to the medical examiner's office.
Medical records from New Hampshire
showed he was in deteriorating health.

Town Council Meeting

July 2, 2024

Ann Kennedy of Laurel Pines Drive
spoke about the Gorham Connector
saying she "would love to see more rail
options" to help preserve the character
of a |historical farm community.

Kathy Hamblen, Libby Ave., noted
"There is a group of people concerned
about safety to residents from the quarry
brickyard and some feel that their
concerns amount to economic terrorism."
She added that, “they want to keep the
quarry from expanding and affecting
more residents’ safety and their living
conditions, to make sure the town is
overseeing the situation, to make sure that
safety practices are consistently followed."

Ken Curtis, South Street, stated that
“the Town Council was not being diligent
in their duty to all taxpayers because the
school budget only passed by 4 votes."

Melonie Bennett, Buck Street stated
that the Town Council voted for a
$3.5 million budget increase that only
passed by two votes and the recount
procedure was convoluted and difficult.

Abby King, Wintergreen Drive,
presented a petition against the Gorham
Connector that had been signed by
1,114 residents noting that it was not
needed, will put a heavier tax burden
on taxpayers and damage the ecosystem
as well as a working family farm.

Ben Walley, County Road, an 11th
generation farmer at Smiling Hill Farm
noted that the farm has been in the
family since 1720 and if a connector is
built it will "definitely ruin the farm” He
referenced a MOA (measure of angles)
that the council signed in 2022 which
said the project would avoid farms and
historic sites. He "hoped that the Town
Council would rescind the MOA and tell
the Maine Turnpike Authority (MTA) we
do not want the connector in this area.

Sam Purington, South Street, reminded
the council that "MTA does not pay taxes
in Gorham so any highway that gets built
will be on land that had been paying taxes."

Stoney  Roberts, County Road,
Scarborough referred to the Maine
Sensible Transportation Policy Act and
noted that any decision of the council
“must minimize the harmful effects of
transportation on public health, air and
water quality, etc. and requires reasonable
transportation alternatives to be evaluated
and given preference before any significant
highway  projects move forward."

Councilor Wilder Cross thanked town
staff for the Spring into Summer event
on June 12. At an economic development
meeting, there was a discussion about
which town-owned properties could
possibly be considered for school sites.

Councilor Pratt thanked Town Clerk
Nordforsandstaffforthesuccessfulrecount
of the school budget vote and reminded
people to donate blood and enter a drawing
for a new Dodge truck after doing so.

Councilor Simms also thanked staff
and members of the Fiscal Sustainability
Committee. Their next meeting will be
on August 26 and more information
is available on the town's website.

Councilor Lavoie reported that the
Open Space and Trails Master Plan
Steering Committee was having initial
discussions with seven vendors about
putting out a RFP to write the plan.
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Councilor
the

Siegal congratulated
Gorham Pride Committee for a
fantastic Gorham Pride event. The
Ordinance Committee discussed
parking, building heights and setbacks.

Chairperson Phillips thanked the Town
Council staft and election workers and
volunteers who helped with the recount.
She noted Cherry Hill Farmers Market is
open 2-6 p.m. on Wednesdays. She also
encouraged citizens to read the Town
Council minutes or go to the website
instead of reading the Gorham Times
Town Council report because of several
different errors on votes and items.

Town Manager Paraschak thanked
Laurie Nordfors and staff and everyone
who worked on the school budget
recount. He reminded residents to
respect their neighbors while using
fireworks and noted that in Gorham,
a permit is required to use fireworks.

Two proposals to amend the
Land Use and Development Code
to add new zoning districts into the
establishment of zone sections and to
add new zoning districts and permitted
residential signs were both approved 6-0.

The following proposals to make
amendments to the Land Use and
Development Code were approved 6-0:

To allow the Planning Board to
require certain design modification
standards for private ways,

To allow mobile vending unit
exemptions for agritourism events,

To allow for unit bonuses for affordable
housing in the towns growth area.

An order to move forward with
portions of the town map, excluding
North Gorham and West Gorham,
was sent to the Ordinance Committee.

The council voted 6-0
on the following items:

ToamendtheLand Useand Development
Code to remain in compliance with the
National Flood Insurance Program,

The Capital Improvements Committee
recommended a supplement to the
Master Plan for the Chick property with
potential school development overlap to
better inform future development plans,

To amend the Land Use and
Development Code for more dogs to be
allowed in a kennel in the rural district,

To consider adopting a fee schedule
for a pedestrian overlay district.

The council went into executive session
for discussion of the acquisition of
real or personal property permanently
attached to real property or interest
therein for disposition of publicly held
property or economic development only
if premature disclosure of the information
would prejudice the competitive or
bargaining position of the body or agency.

The council voted to adjourn.
Editors note: The Town Council
Report is condensed from the copy

that appears on the Town of Gorham
website. Find the full version at https://
www.gorham-me.org/sites/g/files/
vyhlif4456/f/minutes/07-02-2024.pdf

Any member of the council or the
public is welcome and encouraged to
request corrections to any of the reports
that we publish. To request a correction,
please write to Lori Arsenault, editor@
gorhamtimes.com, or by mail, Gorham
Times, P. O. Box 401, Gorham, ME 04038.



SCHOOL

Retiring Staff from the Gorham Schools

Michael Lortie, School News Editor

This past school year ended with the
retirement of many long-serving and
well-loved teachers and educators. In
addition to Assistant Superintendent Brian
Porter, retiring staff includes Great Falls
teachers: Patty LaRosa, Allie Rimkunas,
Gregg Sands, Jackie Taylor and Laurie
Tibbetts, Narragansett speech therapist:
Cathy Larochelle, Village teachers: Cindy
Blake, Lois Bywaters, Jane Seidenberg,
and Counselor Becky Heyward. and
GMS and GHS speech therapist Judy
Wuorio. Also retiring are veteran
educational technician: Joan Anderson
and technology integrator: Joanne Gauley.

Cindy Blake
Cindy taught third and fourth grade
for many years at Village School

Lois Bywaters

In 1991, Lois moved to Maine after
teaching in Connecticut for seven years.
She taught at Morse High School in Bath
for three years before moving to Gorham.
It wasn't until coming here that she felt

like she found her teaching home. Lois has
spent the last thirty years of her career in
Gorham. She served as a special education
teacher for 16 years, a third-grade teacher
for 19 years, and finally a K-5 art teacher for
the past five years. Lois says, “I have worked
with some amazing children, parents, and
staff over the years, and greatly enjoyed my
time here. I am now looking forward to
many new adventures in my retirement.”

As an avid outdoors person who enjoys
trail running, hiking, biking, swimming,
kayaking, walking, and traveling, she
is looking forward to trail running and
hiking around the world. Her three adult
children currently live in Colorado, and
she will be adventuring with them and
her two rescue dogs as often as possible.

Becky Heyward

Becky has been a school counselor
at White Rock, Narragansett
and Village Schools since 1997.
Cathy Larochelle

In 1980, Cathy was hired as a speech
therapist at the Millett School before moving
to Narragansett School the following year.

Reflections of My Thirty Year
Career in the Gorham Schools

Brian Porter, Retired Assistant Superintendent

Photo credit: Courtesy of Brian Porter

Brian Porter
As 1 enter my retirement, I do
so with pride and appreciation for
being part of this amazing school
community. It has been my honor and
pleasure to serve the Gorham Schools
as an administrator and colleague
over the past 25 years. I joined the
Gorham Schools as Principal of Village
School for the first 22 years and then
worked at the district level as Assistant
Superintendent for the past three years.
Before these positions, I served as a
Middle School Science Teacher/Team
Leader and Assistant Principal/Student
Services Director at Noble Junior High
School in Berwick, Maine for 11 years.
I was initially drawn to the Gorham
Schools because of the innovative and

creative practices that were occurring
here that focused on deepening teaching
and learning experiences for students, as
well as for staff members. Throughout
my various roles and professional
studies, colleagues from Gorham often
shared the incredible things happening,
and then when an opportunity arose
to join the Gorham Schools, I was
fortunate enough to be able to do so.
During my time in Gorham, I had
the opportunity to work alongside so
many dedicated colleagues to create
opportunities for the students we served.
What impressed me daily and what
I will always cherish is the collective
belief in our students and their potential
in every area - I see this belief shared
in all of our educators and members
of the larger school community - all
built on the foundation of positive,
lasting relationships at every level.
Additionally, it has been my honor to
serve with Superintendent Heather Perry
in the role of Assistant Superintendent
during these past three years. I have
grown as an administrator during our
work together, enjoying celebrations
of the exciting work throughout
the  district,  sharing  Gorham’s
story broadly with others, working
through many challenges, and overall,
embracing this time as an endearing
capstone to my career in education.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 8

She has worked at all of the buildings in
the past 44 years. Cathy is the last of the
original Narragansett teachers to retire.

Cathy describes one of her favorite
memories in this way, “My husband and I
were walking through the mall, and I heard
a young man call my name. He quickly
came up to me, introducing his flancée. He
told her how I had saved his life because
he had been a severe stutterer and because
of me, his life was changed for the better”

Cathy will miss the daily camaraderie with
the staff as well as the interaction with children.

In the future, she plans to hopefully
work, in some capacity, with animals.
She also wants to train and volunteer

for hospice, assisting patients and
families  through  difficult  times.
Patty LaRosa

Patty was a second-grade and multi-
age teacher at White Rock School and
a second-grade teacher at Great Falls
School since the schools opening.

Allie Rimkunas

Allie came to the Gorham schools after
acareerasa picture framer, an artist, and a
privateartteacher. Shehad beenasubstitute
teacher and an educational technician,
before becoming an art teacher in 2004.

In describing one of her favorite moments
in teaching, Allie says “I was teaching
fifth-graders how to design and sew their
own stuffies. There was one boy who was
usually very quiet in class. One day he
came rushing off the bus and into the Art
room flanked by two girls. He had a stuffed
Superman figure and was excited because
he wanted to mend it. Because of what
we did in class, he knew how to fix it. He
excitedly told me about all the stuffies he
had at home that he was going to fix. He was
on fire and effervescent because he had a
new skill and I had given him that power”

Allie will miss so much of her teaching.
She loved when kids come into the art
room oft the bus and just want to chat.
She will miss seeing what new project will
spark someone's interest. She will miss
her colleagues and chatting with parents,
grandparents, and siblings of students.

In the future, Allie hopes to continue playing
volleyball on the GF team and may sign up to
sub or volunteer. Mostly, she looks forward
to finally working on her own artwork.

Gregg Sands

After graduating from USM, Gregg
began subbing in Gorham and was hired as
an ed. tech with Pat O’Shea in the reading
program at Narragansett School. He has
taught third- and fifth-grades for 35 years.

Gregg has many positive memories
throughout the years. “My Katahdin trips
at the end of the year are special memories
that I won't forget and something that I will
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miss very much. Many people have come
into my life because of my years in Gorham
and I will miss working with them. Of
course, I will miss working with and
being with the kids. I will miss just being
myself with them and hearing so many
times that they are having fun in school.
That has made it all worthwhile for me”

His plans for the future include
enjoying time with family including his
grandson, Dax, and spending time in
the woods, hiking, fishing and hunting.

Jane Seidenberg

Jane has been a special education
teacher at Narragansett and
Village  Schools for many years.

Jackie Taylor

Jackie is retiring after many years of
teaching second and third grade at White
Rock, Narragansett and Great Falls
Schools. Jackie moved to Gorham from the
west coast in 1992 and quickly discovered
that she had hit the jackpot and would
never want to leave Gorham. She taught
third-grade her first year at White Rock
and then taught first-grade and second-
grade (multi-age, looping, single grade)
for the remainder of her career. She will,
of course, miss the students. She is forever
grateful for the relationships made with
her students, families and colleagues.

Jackie will always remember and
appreciate the Gorham community
members for all of the kindness and
support that she has received. “I will
never forget the outpouring of love and
support received from the Gorham
Community after our house fire in 20187

She is looking forward to new
opportunities and  adventures  in
retirement but will miss being a part
of the Gorham school community.
“It's been a wonderful experience”

Laurie Tibbetts

Laurie has taught in Gorham for
thirty-eight years, teaching special
education, first- third- and fourth-grades.

Laurie will miss the great teachers and
administrators that she worked with in
all 3 elementary schools. “The Gorham
staff is hard working, smart, and plenty
of fun. I love running into my former
students when they are adults...sometimes
with children of their own. Gorham also
has some extremely supportive parents
who give so much to help their children
and show appreciation to the teachers”

Her plans for the future include helping
to take care of her new granddaughter
who was due on July 1, kayaking, biking,
reading, gardening, visiting with friends
and family and traveling including
a trip to Italy with family in 2025.

Judy Wuorio
Judy was a speech therapist at the
middle and high schools for many years.

In addition to these retirements, Gorham
lost another dedicated and longtime teacher
this year. Sadly, on April 26, Susan Moses
passed away after a long illness. Susan
taught sixth grade at Village School and
Gorham Middle School for over 25 years.

Each of these educators has left a lasting
mark on the school system and the lives
of countless students and community
members. Their dedication, hard work and
love of students will forever be appreciated
and cherished by the Gorham community.



SPORTS

Spring Sports Stand-Outs for 2024

Katie Brown, Sports Editor

Photo credit: Katie Brown
Special Message Cups - Seniors
The following Gorham High School varsity
student-athletes were honored in June. All
of these athletes are much deserving of their
recognition. These athletes along with their
teammates put in enormous amounts of time
and energy to combine the rigors of sports
with their academics. These remarkable
young people also play because they love
the game. Before we soak up what’s left of
summer and think about the fall season,
let's hail these athletes that the Spring of 24
athletes had to offer. Congratulations to all
of these athletes and especially to the seniors
moving on to their next adventure. Many
senior graduates will be continuing their
sports career to the next level in college.

SMAA All Academic All-Stars (Seniors
Only):

Softball: Amber Bretton, Emily Bennett,
Makayla Quintal, Lydia Fluet, Andrea Cloutier,
Sophia DiPhilippo. Baseball: Thomas Curtis,
Izak Young and Caden Smith. Boys Lacrosse:
Hayden Pelletier and Jesse James.

Girls Lacrosse: Giselle Doucette, Brinn
Irish, Brooke Farquhar, Julia Wareham,
Kaitlyn Nichols, Ellie Gay, Emerson Homa.

Special Message Cups - Ram Mascot

Boys Track: Nathan Bergquist-Guimond,
Luke Burns, Nolan Feyler, Aidan Lee,
Jacob Mora, Dylan Phillips, Zackary
Waters, Joshua Wright. Girls Track: Lillian
Andreasen, Rita Cummings, Addison
Harjula, Meryk Lewellen.

SMAA All Conference All-Stars:

Baseball: Mason Fink -1st team 3rd Base;
Miles Brenner - 2nd Team Infield; Hunter
Fink - 2nd Team Utility & Pitcher; Jack
Korlanos - All-Defensive Team 1st Base; CJ
Whitehead - Honorable Mention

Softball: Amber Bretton - All Conference;
Makayla Quintal - All Conference;
Sophia DiPhilippo - All-Conference,
Andi Cloutier - All-Conference, Sawyer
VonderHaar - Honorable Mention;
Winnie Dubail - Honorable Mention. Boys
Lacrosse: Max Duplisea - All Conference;
Bode Bragdon - All Conference; Hayden
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Pelletier - Honorable Mention; Sean Verrill
- Honorable Mention.

Girls Lacrosse: Ellie Gay - All Conference;
Giselle Doucette - All Conference; Piper
Forgues - All Conference; Zoe Coleman-
Honorable Mention; Julia Wareham
- Honorable Mention; Kennedy Peary
- All-Rookie Team. Boys Track: Griffin
Gammon - 1st Team, High Jump, SMAA
Champion, State Champion, Honorable
Mention, Long Jump; Nolan Fyler - 1st
Team, 400 M, SMAA Champion, State
Champion, 2nd team 200 M, 4x400 Relay
SMAA Champion, State Champion; Aiden
Lee - Honorable Mention High Jump
& 110 M Hurdles, 4x400 Relay SMAA
Champion, State Champion; Joshua
Wright - 4x400 Relay SMAA Champion,
State Champion; Dylan Phillips - 4x400
Relay SMAA Champion, State Champion;
Luke Burns - 2nd Team, Discus. Girls
Track: Ashley Connolly - 2nd Team, 100

& 200 M

Gorham Senior Athletic Awards 2024:
Smith Award (Scholar Athlete): Ella
Downing, Taylor Farr

Outstanding Athlete Award: Ellie Gay,
Luke Burns

Distinguished Athlete Award: Emerson
Homa, Caden Smith

Gorham Spring RAM Awards:

Baseball: Most Improved Player - Caden
Smith; Heart and Hustle Award - CJ
Whitehead; Coaches Award - Adam
Webster

Softball: Teammate Award - Emily Bennett;
Ram Award - Makayla Quintal; Most
Valuable Player - Amber Bretton

Boys Lacrosse: Spirit of the Game Award
- Max Duplisea; D.I.G. Award - Bode
Bragdon; Coach’s Award - Sean Verrill

Girls Lacrosse: Most Valuable Player - Ellie
Gay; Heart and Hustle Award - Giselle
Doucette; Coach’s Award - Emerson Homa

Boys Tennis: Doubles Award - Owen Spera
and Jacob Shvets; Singles Award - Oscar
Rodriquez

Girls Tennis: Rookie of the Year - Jasmine
Radjabova; Most Improved Player - Payton
Thibodeau; Dedication Award - Sarah
Rosingana

Boys Track: Outstanding Performer Award
- Nolan Feyler, Coach’s Award - Aidan Lee;
Coach’s Award - Joshua Wright

Girls Track: Most Valuable Athlete -
Meryk Lewellen; Most Improved Award
- Rita Cummings; Outstanding Performer
- Ashley Connolly
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Gorham Middle School Fourth Quarter Honor Roll

6th High Honors ~ Robert Brockman Clara McBride Carter Bourgoin Julia Capozza Ezekiel Provencal Allison Merrow Shania Isimbi
Avianna Carr Priya Cameron Lillian McCarth Carson Brown Brianna Carlo Mia Rand Sophia Proulx Toren Johnson
Iyanna Coggins Daphne Capponi Greta McDowel Lauren Chadburn Taylor Chadburn ~ Mya Rego Alina Senasy Luke Jones
va Duchaine Max Castonguay Grace McPherson Quaid Cossitt Lucy Cole Carmella Richards James Swan Samuel Jo
Moaeen Elnimier ~ Madelyn Chaisson Reid Minichiello Abigail C Dexter Copeland ~ James Rock Parker Thibault Anneka Kuntz
Benjamin Emerson  Angel Chhoeung Reagan Nash Andrew Fortier Parker Cyr Lucien Roy Jeremy West Pilper LaClair
Mackenna Flagg Jackson Coffin Travis Neily Emelia Frederick Acacia Dos Santos  Olivia Saunders Sawyer Wheaton ~ Alyssa Lampen
Evan Holland Cameron Connolly Samuel Otis Anabelle Briggs Downing Declan Scaplen Trent Whitaker Fiona Lane
Thomas Holland Ryan Craig Alanna Pellegore Gasbarrone Lauren Drenski Leila Schmoyer Tessa White Mackenzie Maheux
John Hutchins Quinn Cuneo Molly Penley Abigail Gow Grace Dudley Chloe Schuehle Zachary McCormick
Hannah Kimball Eleanor Damon Mason Plowman Logan Hall Kaleb Dyer Ethan Shaffer 8th Honors Drew McManus
Hadley Kuntz Leah Dargie Maci Pratt Jacob Ireland Josephina Faria Emma Spiller Ahmed Abdulzahra Jennifer Miner
Kylie LeMay Aerilyn De Los Reyes  Lincoln Prunier Mia Johnson Braden Foster Carter Sprague Grace Amadon Lillias Mooers
Cecelia Lewin William DeVinney Brianna Quang Natalie Kenn Benjamin Fredette = Dominic Steller Clover Bayly-Schram Isabella Moxcey
Reece Marchand Kelton Doucette Evelyn Quinn Rebecca Lewis Shekinnah Gakunzi Hannah Symanski Aspen Blair Yanis Munyaneza
David Marks Miral Dubai Jayne Rowles Jessica Loiselle Bradley Genovese ~ Viannah Vercoe Jacob Braziel Loreli Murra
Quinn McAdams  Lyla Exley Jillian Roy Annie Lorfano Evelia Gonzalez Elijah Waterman Clover Brown Landon Nicely
Adeline McCrillis ”[)elssa Farnham Tyler Sampietro Samuel Martin Owen Gray Amelia Winkler Jared Burt Julianna Normand
Addison Moller Lexi Finck Cyaroline argent Mason McDonald Alia Herrick Harper Winkley Myka Bush Amanda Olaru
Avery Peters Minjee Flanders Jenna Schlicher Madison Milligan Nolan Hurder Kate Woods Zackary Carlson Kijan O'Sullivan
Riley Peters Lila Fortier Michelle Shaw Jaydn Murphy Damona Kim Ty Caron Abe Palme
Kayla Wolfe Sophia Gill Finleigh Sirois Jayden Olson Lillian King 8th High Honors Jaxson Chestnut Kasey Plaud
Charlotte Hahn Paysleigh-Jean Spiller ~Ava Scott Kaiden Laughlin Haley Chandler Evelyn Cooley Nolan Plummer
6th Honors Philip Hanken Reid Stevens Samuel Springer Jeremy Levesque Bryn Cunningham Oliver Dennis Nathan Reckert
Nola Albert Chloe Hatch Rose Stover Emma Tremblay Alexia Lowell Camden Curtis Velina Doucette Aliza Rickett
Avery Allen Graham Hebert William Sundik Sophia Webster Brody Marchand ~ Tucker Curtis Sophia Emerson Isla Rutherford
Grace Allen Harper Hofmann Mika Towle Zoe Whitehead Sophia Marquis Charlotte Deveaux Jack Feldhaus Lucas Santiago
Jacob Allen Mason Hopkins Brooklyn Walker Ruthie Zaninelli Tessa McBriqde Beckham Dezdel Miracle Fernandes ~ Abram Sargent
Zaynalabidin Emma Howe Maddilyn Walker Landen McIntyre ~ Owen Eling Alexander Fernandez Nora Schucker
Almukhtar Vega Kaldrovich Wyatt Walker 7th Honors Naomi Medd Grant Emerson Clara Finoia Finnegan Senatore
Cirrus Arlet Boden Kennedy Simon Wallace Benjamin Albrecht ~ Max Moreno Oliver Emerson Cassidy Flagg Sophia Soler
Ethan Barney Andrew Kilrg Henry Walsh Joshua Allison Bryan Muanza Anna Faatz Abrie Frenc Mackenzie
Cole Bennett Annabelle Klipple Atticus Wells Finnegan Bailey Joseph Nadeau Nara Holland Gianna Gakunzi Thompson
Mason Bodkin- Audrey Krebs Caleb West Keagen Beaulieu Yoan Kent Madelyn Leeper Julia Giguere Laurali Vail
Rubino Charles Littlefield Gracie Woodman Brauneck Ndayishimiye Natalie l]\%ford Bailey Grimard Dexter Vance
Benjamin Bordeau  Charles Livingston Riley Young Blanchard Grace O'Hora Sophie Maclsaac Neve Hanle Whitney Varney
Auroralyn Bragg-  Palmer Madden Emmi Samantha Page Abigail McCirillis Nicholas Harrington Wyatt Walker
Malloy Makaela Malloch 7th High Honors Boissonneault Jacob Palmer Carter McGonagle Annabelle Hatch Cooper Warner
Michael Brockman  Lia Mazza Eva Alden Addison Bunch Devon Paradis Connor McHenry Ben Herrick Dominic Woods
Matilda Arturo
Gorham High School Fourth Quarter Honor Roll
Grade 9 High Honors Baxter Flagg Ali Abdulzahra Sophie Gaudreau Patrick Downe Lucia Holloway Nicholas Tinkham  Whelane Iteriteka
Rigel Arlet Tyler R Gendron Hope Barney Grifhin Gava Gwyneth Dubail Chuma Johnson Julia Wareham Jesse James
Zachary Bourgoin  Annabelle Gilman Kaleigh Bauer Alexandria Gossen ~ Lucia Dubail William Johnson Zachary Waters Kira Keniston
Luna Button Eli O Gow Gianna Berthiaume  Lucas Graham Griffin Gammon  Sophie Kaczmarek Makenna Wheeler ~ Noah Kennedy
Kimarah Cajuste Evan ] Hall Bria Bush Kayden Hall Ava Googins Jack Karlonas Joshua Wright Eleanor LaBarge
Sheila Casco Isaac ] Hunter Jocelyn Clark Elle Hanley Bailey Hatch Alivia Keniston Anna Yahwak Aidan Lee
Harrison Crider Lily P Keene Zoe Dellinger James Hatch Violet James Nicholas Kim Leighanna LeMay
Harvey Crider Sean B Kenny Ava DeVinney Madison Hatch Griffin Johnson Kathryn LaPierre Grade 12 Honors ~ James McColl
Hazel Dolle Rehoboth Kina Mia Dodd Behar Hodgkin Kuba Kaczmarek ~ Rebekah Libby Cole Allen Aislyn McLean
Antoine Dube Daniel LaBarge Logan Dough Keilla Inteyiteka Chafek Matta Nasir Manahe Brendan Anctil Gabriel Michaud
Jordyn Fotter Jackson Lavertu Lauren DuI%bar Esther Jaume Ferrer ~ Kayla McLean Natalie Miner Lillian Andreasen ~ Madison Miers
Bavin Hakizimana  Audrey Livingston Taylor Ernest Colton Jenkins Amanda Morin Elizabeth Morey William Armstrong Lillian Miner
Everett Hurder Maxwell Lodgek Tagitha Lavigne Benjamin Keil Timothy Nagle Ryan Morrill Kaylynn Ballard Kayleigh Mitchell
Anna Johnson Hannah Martel Derek Luo Tamia Lema- Amelia Olaru ick Munyaneza Dy)l,an Bauer Amy Morin
Claire Kenned Jack Mesires Lorisse Matta Santellan Payson Plummer  Hailey Peterson Nathan Bergquist-  Cecile Nganinka
Gillian Lachance Drew Milligan Stella Moores Matthew Leo Julia Reed Claire Rancourt Guimonf Kaitlyn Nichols
Lucas Lane Larissa Moore Eleanor Morgan Hanna Logan Abigail Rogers Rhys Saunders Jean-David Bisimwa Riley Ottoson
Brandon Levesque  Elsie Moreno Rebecca Neumann ~ Campbell Sarah Rosingana Mina Sayed Claire Boudreau Samuel Parenteau
Elliana Miers Tyler Morey Tyler Olson MacDougall Sarah Sanborn Ella Senatore Addison Canty Haden Pelletier
Logan Mills Jamie Morse Jacqueline Parenteau  Riley McCallister Victoria Sands Jacob Shvets Camryn Caruso Alicia Poschke
Ishami Munyaneza Rataj Nasr Carson Rylyn McInnis Brooke Stevens Casey Skolfield Ethan Castonguay ~ Makayla Quintal
Haylie Nicely Anna Nichols Southyvongnorath ~ Tessa McNally Denali Tetrault Alison Smith Gage Cathcart Abrahim Rabbani
Molly Peters Samuel Ottoson ElizabetlZ-VSprmger Gavin Monkiewicz ~ Payton Thibodeau  Natalie Smith Dylan Cummings  Christian Randall
Jasmine Radjabova  Kennady Peary Haley Vickery Maya Moores Madison Tibbals Owen Spera Jack Decrow Brayson Reed
Rowen Ree Kyle Petrin Sawyer VonderHaar ~ Winni Moreland Lily Tukey Julie Stevens Grace Desmond Olivia Sawyer
Madison Rogers Dean Peyton Tobias Wane Shane Morrison Vanessa Walker Alicia Terry SoIphia DiPhilippo  Caden Smith
Lauren Roy Keaton Pollard Claudette Wesse Liam O'Hora Sarah Wilcox Ella Downing Tristan Smith
Milo Saucier Sydney Quimby Adia Wezowicz Madison Phean Grade 11 Honors ~ Madisson Willey Cole Drinkwine Mason Starkey
Cecelia Sloat Logan Rench Preston Zwart Isabel Phinney Sofia Andrade Owen Duplisea Jayden Towns
Annabelle Vail Stephen Richards Kassidy Quimby Harrison Baber Grade 12 High Mohamed Elshafie  Jason Verrill
Lola Vance Adriana Russo Grade 10 Honors Terra Rioux Whitney Ball Honors Abigail Fecteau Bennett Walker
Madison Sampietro Oscar Alcaide Gracen Roberts- Emily Beal Gabriel Badeau Kaylee Gonneville  Cole Whitehead
Grade 9 Honors Jack Sellick Colby Allie Locke Laura Burt Samantha Barlow Sophie Gunn Cameron
Fatimah Almukhtar Max Shvets Jay Banks Shawn Rumery Leigha Buteau Luke Burns Natalie Haskell Whittemore
William Andreasen Isabelle Smith Lﬁ, Beardsley Addyson Simcock Aspenelle De Los  Andria Cloutier Brinn Irish
Mateiah Asali Sawyer Smith Mikayla Buzzell Brooklyn Spearin eyes Zoe Coleman
Ryan Bachner Nevaceh Spiller Cole Chasse Graham Staples Cecelia Dellosso Thomas Curtis
Fatima Beshir Abigail Stevens Annabelle Collier Joshua Strout Anastasia Dolley ~ Samantha Davis
Sara Brawn Lucas Stover Andrew Collins Rose Bennett Gabrielle Evans Giselle Doucette
Preston Brown Carter Taiani Lena Cooley Atticus Whitten Joshua Faatz Mokadisa Faizizada
Kayleiéh Carlo Aylla Vaughn Aubriana Cossitt Natalie Wilkins Brent Files Brooke Farquhar
Piﬁ)er athcart Charlotte Wallace Ruby Couture Stella Wu Mason Finck Lydia Fluet
Chloe Cyr Kaitlyn Wallack Delaney Coyne Lucas Yaeger Aryana Flett Summer Gammon
JackE C Eva Wandell Grace Cunningham Piper Forgues Elizabeth Gay
Bennett Deveaux ~ Cooper Whitehead Bryce Dipietrantonio ~ Grade 11 High Hadley Foster Ashton Leclerc
Erica Donnelly Henri Wichmann Quinn Drake Honors Lauren Fredette Meryk Lewellen
Maia Downing Sarah Wilson Aaron Dumais Brianna Beaulieu Sherry Garnett Corey Lorfano
Jackson Durgin Londyn Wright Max Duplisea Abigail Chamberlin ~ Cameron Gasbarrone Lily Rubin
Liana Edwards Laurel Emerson Ashley Connolly Meghan Gendron ~ Logan Sargent
Lindsay Farquhar ~ Grade 10 High River Engelter Katelyn Cyr Finn Henderson Emma Smith
Honors Emily Fluet

Brian POI‘IEI' ConTinueb FrRom Pace 6

I will miss being such an integral part
of the Gorham School Community.
My fondest times are in watching
students’ excitement while engaged with
learning tasks or their involvement in
extracurricular activities that help them
shine and realize new possibilities for
themselves. My time in Gorham has
truly been a gift that not all are privileged
to have. I don't take that for granted. I
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treasure it and will hold Gorham close.

Looking ahead in this new journey,
I am fortunate to have the gift of time
through my transition into retirement
- and an opportunity to step back,
recalibrate a bit, and look forward to
pursuing new adventures, traveling,
photography, spending time with
family, reconnecting with friends
and staying in touch with colleagues.

Make a Donation

of any amount.
gorhamtimes.com/friend-
of-gt




COMMUNITY

GRADUATIONS

Christopher Albany, Accelerated Training in Defense Manufacturing-Welding, Institute for

Advanced Learning and Research, Danville, Virginia

Emma Callahan, Bachelor of Arts in Marketing, Emmanuel College, Boston,
Massachusetts

Faith Dillon, Bachelor of Arts, Adelphi University, Garden City, New Jersey

Connor Donnelly, Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, magna cum laude with distinction,
Emmanuel College, Boston Massachusetts

Madison Firmin, Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy, summa cum laude,
University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire

Ella M. Grady, Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, Clark University, Worcester,
Massachusetts

Maddie Rae Hincher, Master of Science in Biology, Clark University, Worcester,
Massachusetts

Madelin Joseph, Bachelor of Science in Public Health, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio

MacAllister Moss, Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences, University of Rhode
Island, Kingston, Rhode Island

DEAN'S LIST

George Allison, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Matthew Bellantoni, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York
Connor Donnelly, Emmanuel College, Boston, Massachusetts

Andrew Duncan, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York
Lauren Green, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Killian Kolb, Plymouth State University, Plymouth, New Hampshire

Erin Lawrence, Connecticut College, New London, Connecticut

Shannon Lawrence, Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Alexander Lemieux, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York
Grant Nadeau, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine

Emma Owens, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Deidra Perreault, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Claudia Peterson, Emmanuel College, Boston, Massachusetts

Lucia Pompeo, Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Connecticut

Brady Sawyer, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Madeleine Scholz-Lague, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Colby Tucker, Vermont State University, Randolph Center, Vermont

Morgan Walton, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Cailyn Wheeler, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine
Lauran Wilson, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine

OF INTEREST

The Gorham Historical Society’s new mailing address is 28 Cherry Hill Road. Summer
hours through September are 4 — 6 p.m. on the following Wednesdays: July 17, Aug. 7,
Aug. 21, Sept. 11 and Sept. 18. Visitors can also make an appointment by calling Kelly
Dearborn, archivist, (207) 831-4220. The Fall meeting schedule includes the following
dates at the Cherry Hill Barn: Sunday, September 8, Sunday Oct. 6, the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, Nov. 3, and the Annual Holiday Gathering on Sunday, Dec. 8. Members

are encouraged to send ideas for topics/presentationsspeakers for the fall. Contact
President Suzie Phillips at (207) 892-9847.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

The Gorham Medical Closet located at the Municipal Center, 75 South Street, is free and
available to Gorham residents in need of wheelchairs, shower seats, commodes, walk-
ers, canes, crutches and more. Hours are by appointment with a volunteer. Call Gerry
Day at (207) 756-2210 or (207) 839-3859 and she will connect you with a volunteer.

The Mission of Hope Clothes Closet is open the first and third Saturday of each month
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at Cressey Road Christian Church on Cressey Road to anyone
who needs clothing. The Closet also takes donations of clean clothing, and now has
all types and sizes of Spring and Summer clothing. Share a cup of coffee with the staff
while you browse.

The Gorham Food Pantry, located at 299-B Main Street (parking lot of St. Anne’s
Catholic Church) is open every Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and is free for
any Gorham resident in need. FMI, (207) 222-4351, visit www.gorhamfoodpantry.org or
message us on Facebook at Gorham Food Pantry Friends.

PUBLIC SUPPERS

Haddock Supper Buffet on Saturday, July 27, 5 p.m. at Living Waters Church, Parker
Farm Road, Buxton. Suggested donation: $10 adult, $5 child, $20 family. Take out con-
tainers and hand sanitizer available, face masks optional.

SUMMER CAMPS

Saco River Theatre at 29 Salmon Falls Road, Bar Mills, ME presents summer theatre
camps from August 5 - August 16, where children can explore their creativity and devel-
op confidence through the theater. FMI: https://www.sacorivertheatre.org/srt-jr.

USM Summer Youth Music and Theatre Camps still has openings for the Junior Music
Academy, July 21 to 28 for outgoing 6th grade to outgoing 8th grade band musicians.
https://lusm.maine.edu/osher-school-music/summercamps.

SENIOR NOTES

The Lecky Brown Senior Center is on hiatus until September. Plan to join them for
more games, cribbage, ARTrageous Seniors and The Originals guest speaker program.
Several new programs will include music, writing and educational lunchtime clinics. FMI:
Lisa Becker at leckybrowncenter@gmail.com

Senior Meal Site takes place weekly on Wednesdays at 12 p.m., St. Anne’s Church, 299
Main St. Social time begins at 11:30 a.m. Suggested donation is $4. Meal site is closed

if school is closed or delayed due to such reasons as weather. For updates on the meal
and dates open/ closed, visit https://gorhamrec.com or call (207) 222-1635.

LIBRARY NEWS

The North Gorham Public Library has a weekly All Ages Children’s Story Time at 10:30-
11:30 a.m. every Wednesday. Nettie Loops! Gives a hula hoop demo and teaching
workshop on Wednesday, July 17 from noon to 1 p.m. Upcoming event info is usually
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/northgorhampubliclibrary. Library hours are

CONTINUED TO PAGE 10
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Chalmers Insurance VOlunteerS community ConTinuep From Pace 9

. . . Monday 3 to 6 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Wednesday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 4 to
7 p.m.; Closed Thursday and Friday; Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; closed Sunday. FMI:
ln the GlVlIlg Gal' den at GMS (207) 892-2575 or (207) 642-2327.

Gorham Times Staff Baxter Memorial Library runs summer programs including Art Hour for Adults, French
Language Discussion Group, Spring into Summer Reading, Pride Parenting, Steam
Tuesday, Popsicles on the Patio, Baby Parenting, Toddler Parenting, Learn on the Lawn.
Find them all at https://baxterlibrary.org/ Library hours are Monday and Friday, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. (207) 222-1190.

MUSIC AND THEATRE

Southern Maine Junior Music Academy final concert takes place at Gorham Middle
School on Saturday, July 28 at 2 p.m. featuring the Academy Jazz Band, Chorus, and
Concert Band. Admission is Free.

The Original’s present “Private Lives,” a play by Noel Coward at Saco River Theatre, 29

Salmon Falls Road, Bar Mills, ME, July 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 at 7:30 p.m. and July 21 and
28 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets: $15 General Admission at https://www.sacorivertheatre.org/

Photo credit: Heather Perry

Send information that would be Of Interest to the whole Gorham community to

This week a crew from Chalmers Insurance Group Gorham volunteered in the Giving Garden at GMS as Lori Arsenault, public service coordinator: loriaam@gmail.com
part of their workplace volunteer program. Together, 58 pounds of produce was harvested for the Gorham
Food Pantry Friends, every garden bed was weeded, and all plants were tended... all while building
community, having fun, and strengthening their business-education partnership.

CALENDAR

Friday, July 19
Saco River Theatre opening night, "Private Lives," a play by Noel Coward, Bar
Mills, ME, 7 performances.

Saturday, July 27
Southern Maine Jr. Music Academy final concert, Gorham Middle School, 2 p.m.
Living Waters Church Haddock Supper Buffet, Parker Farm Rd., Buxton, 5 p.m.
Gorham Lions Club 14th Annual Classic Car and Truck Show, Saturday, July 27,
GHS parking lot, 6:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The 2nd Annual Trail Challenge is being held from July 1 to August 31 co-spon-
sored by the Presumpscott Regional Land Trust and REI Co-op. The challenge is
free, includes some nifty prizes, and is and intended for all ages and hiking skill
levels.See the article on Page 4 for more details.

Cherry Hill Farmers Market, 616 Main Street, Every Wednesday from 2 - 6 p.m.

NEW PATIENTS CLASSIFIEDS

ALWAYS Summer Painting Special - Get your home ready for Summer by using our
"Summer Painting Special". We will paint any 3 rooms for you (up to 12'X15"),
WE LCOM E D walls and ceilings included. Price includes minor prep work on walls prior to

painting. Labor and Materials are included for only $995.00. All you do is pick
your colors. We have endless references and are a fully insured Family-Owned
Business since 1970. Webber Painting, Standish (207) 671-3556.

Christopher Pidhajecky DDS Pampered care for petite paws for small dogs in our home. Just like your home
347 Main Street you can travel rest assured that your pup will have lots of love, socialization and
Gorham, ME 04038 be safe. At our cozy haven your pup becomes a cherished member of our pack
207.839.3006 without the use of gates or crates. With a spacious fenced in backyard and dog proof

interior we ensure a safe and comfortable environment. 19 years and insured. Dog
. lks weather permitting and if pup enjoys. We also offer day care on Tuesday and
www.gorhamdentistry.com wa P 8 bup €njoy 4 Y
Wednesday. Many dogs need socialization time - call or text Lorie 207-838-0132

BUSINESS DIREGCTORY

Now Hiring
Laborers
with CDL

Screened Loam
& Reclaim

Delivered or
Loaded

WWW shawearthw%:’r"aggosl?l www.etsy.com/shop/TootiesQuirkyQuilts
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Courtesy of the Gorham Police Department

Ichabod Lane Extension caller wanted
to know if headlights should be on if
wipers are on. Officer advised headlights
should be on during any inclement
weather. Caller had seen a student driver
with wipers on but not headlights.

Caller reported a vehicle in front of them on
Sebago Lake Road had passengers hanging
out the window and sunroof. Officers from
Gorham and Windham checked the area
but did not make contact with the vehicle.

Police received two reports of a man
on Main Street in military fatigues
with a rifle. Man had face paint on but
appeared to be unarmed. He told police
he had been thinking of calling to let
them know he would be hunting in the
field. He was after turkeys which were
in season and was going to be using his
bow which was in his car. Officer did not
find anyone else in the area with a rifle.

Libby Avenue caller was being tailgated.
Officer was out of position and requested
that dispatch inform the caller to let the other
vehicle pass him. The car eventually turned
off but the caller did not get a plate number.

Officer saw a pedestrian on Brackett Road
carrying a Walmart bag and a lawn chair.
They wandered into the woods next to the
brook by the power lines. Officer checked on
them and they said they were just enjoying
nature with some books. They identified
themselves. Officer checked the area
several minutes later and they were gone.

Caller reported a truck parked near the
mailboxes on Windswept Drive was
making it difficult for handicapped people
to get their mail. Caller said the vehicle
had been there for months. The truck was
parked in the driveway of the registered
owner when the officer checked the area.

Officer checked on a portage on
Dundee Road after a report of a subject
with a weapon. No one was there.

Caller was upset that a vehicle at Goodwill
had parked in a handicapped space.
The vehicle was at the furthest end of
the parking lot. Officer spoke with the
vehicle owner who said he would
move his vehicle when he got a chance.

Shaw's Mill Road caller reported a man
stopping at houses trying to sell pest
control services. Officer searched several
roads in the area but did not locate anyone.

Officers assisted approximately 100
motorcycles through the center of town.

A Westbrook Police Officer received a
report of someone in a black SUV heading
for Gorham with someone in the vehicle
yelling for help. Officers checked the area
but did not find anything suspicious.

Officer stopped a vehicle on Fort Hill
Road. The driver lied about her date of
birth and was issued tickets for speed
and not having a license. Her grandfather
came to pick her up and her vehicle.

CryptoVerse Solution by A. Logophile

‘OML Ad dASSVd LHDANF TOOHOS WWVHYOD HH.L
THOYILNA ATINVLVIE &LNAOD LNSHOd HIOA HAOA
AOVHOOINHA V NIHLIM HAIT 40

SIDHYd dHNTVA SI HLOA OL HDHTIATHd HH.L

Volunteer Distribution Person

The Gorham Times is seeking a volunteer to take over our
compact, walkable in-town distribution route, delivering
300+ papers to 20+ locations (many in the same build-
ings). Route is roughly a square bounded by Main Street,
Mechanic Street, Railroad Avenue, and Elm Street. This is
a great opportunity to meet interesting people and learn
about community organizations.

Contact us for more information.
gorhamtimes@gmail.com. (207) 839-8390.

SHOP LOCAL BUY LOCAL
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